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Summary

The problem is that a disease characterized by severe anemia has been found in both wild and cultured japanese
flounder since around 1995. There is doubt that this anemia has been caused by a virus or a new variety of
monogenean blood feeder parasite Neoheterobothrium hirame. We therefore did experiments with the vertical
infection from mother fish to their larvae and with the infection caused by N. hirame against japanese flounder to
certify the relationship between these factors and anemia. Consequently, the infection caused by N. hirame but not
the vertical infection was infected japanese flounder with anemia. The results of these experiments showed that

this anemia is the bloodless anemia caused by N. hirame.






