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The cast metal industry in Wakayama, which used to mainly produce dai-
ly necessities, has steadily developed thanks to increasing demand for
machinery casting as a result of the development of modern industry and
the textile industry. At present, the industry makes products in a wide
range of fields, such as industrial machinery, metal work, processing ma-
chinery, and rotary electric machines. Cast metal has thus become an im-
portant industry that supports the foundations of various other industries.
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Fig. 2 Electron microscope image of prototype foam material
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The Industrial Technology Center of Wakayama Prefec-
ture is conducting research and development into mak-
ing foam material by sintering waste glass with waste
sand discharged in the cast metal manufacturing pro-
cess. By studying the use of this foam material as mold-
ing for rooftop gardening and maintenance material for
hydroponic farming, the center is promoting the utiliza-
tion of waste.
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At present, the cast metal indus-
try cooperative is conducting re-
search and development into
new products such as a fish-
breeding habitat made from cast
metal.



